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C.1. Nature of Proposed Use 

 

Nature’s ReLeaf is a Michigan-owned small business, based in Burton and now with a 

recreational & medical cannabis store in Burton, and a medical-only store in Acme. We are 

very pleased to have been approved by the Grand Rapids Planning Commission in January 

2020 for a medical cannabis provisioning center at 666 Leonard Street NW. We are excited to 

submit this application for adult use cannabis sales, which will help us to serve adult customers 

in the neighborhood and area in addition to our loyal medical clients at our safe, secure and 

compliant retail location. 

 

Hours of operations are not proposed to change from what was previously approved by the 

Planning Commission: 

 

• Monday through Saturday 9 AM to 9 PM and Sundays from 12 PM to 9 PM.  

• Our stores are closed on Christmas Eve, Christmas Day and Easter. 

 

We plan to have 32 employees working at this store, who will be scheduled in order to reduce 

any traffic impacts resulting from the store. We expect to have a total of 10-12 employees on 

site at any given time.  

 

While customer traffic is expected to increase as a result of adding adult use sales to our 

existing medical-only offerings, the rise in vehicular traffic and parking usage is expected to be 

limited. This is in part due to industry trends, which find that customers rarely stay in a 

cannabis retail store for more than 10-15 minutes, but also due to current market trends that 

predict advance ordering and curbside pickup to continue in use and popularity. We also will 

offer home delivery services, which will greatly reduce the amount of customer traffic that 

could strain our parking spaces. 

 

  



               

 

C.2. Site and Building Layout 

 

666 Leonard Street NW is located on the south side of Leonard Street NW, between Davis 

Avenue to the west, and Muskegon Avenue to the east. The site is 35 feet wide, with a two-

story storefront building on the property. The building is about 2,600 square feet, and was 

previously a tattoo parlor. There are other retail and commercial uses to the east and west and 

across Leonard Street.  

 

The building has a primary customer entrance at the front along Leonard Street, and another 

accessible entrance to the rear. Except for interior modifications to meet the needs for the retail 

store as approved by the Planning Commission, we propose no major modifications to the 

building or the property. Such interior changes include a new bathroom, replacing windows 

and doors, adding a modern security system, and typical retail furnishings. In response to City 

Engineering concerns, we will be modifying the current parking layout to the rear, which 

results in three parking spaces on the site. 

 

In consideration of parking, we are aware that the minimum parking requirement has recently 

been amended, increasing the requirement for an adult-use retailer from that of a medical-only 

provisioning center. As such, our total parking requirement has increased from seven spaces to 

eight.   

 

We propose to meet our parking requirement as follows: 

 

3 On-Site: We have three on-site spaces to the rear of the store, which are part of a 7-space 

parking lot shared with the property to the west (under common ownership).  

 

56+ On-Street Parking: We estimate a total of at least 56 on-street parking spaces within 500’ 

of our store’s primary entrance. 

 

14 Shared Parking: Our store will share four spaces with the property located immediately to 

the west, under the same ownership. We have also secured by agreement 10 more parking 

spaces in the Knights of Columbus parking lot (located at 1140 Muskegon NW), approximately 

220 feet east of our store. 

 

18 District Parking: There is an 18-space public parking lot located just over 100 feet east of 

our store, at 652 Leonard Street NW. 

 

Transit and Bicycle: There are permanent bus stops for Bus route #7 less than 200 feet from 

our store entrance (one stop is less than 100 feet away), and we will provide Wave Card bus 

passes to all of our employees to facilitate easy use of public transit. Additionally, we will add 

bicycle rack parking to the site. 

 

We respectfully request that the Planning Commission waive five on-site parking spaces, as we 

cannot reasonably add more parking spaces to the site, and have adequately addressed the store’s 

parking needs as outlined above. 

 

  



               

 

Summary of Neighborhood Outreach 

 

We have been in contact with Annette Vandenberg, Executive Director of the West Grand 

Neighborhood Organization, early and often. In consultation and partnership with the WGNO, 

we hosted a community drive-through event on Saturday, October 24, 2020 from 11 am – 2 

pm.  

 

For the event, we set up a 10’ x 10’ tent at the rear of the lot. In a table in the tent we set out 

copies of educational materials about cannabis, and a display summarizing our request to add 

recreational sales to our approved medical provisioning center. In addition, we also had copies 

of our application, Good Neighbor Plan, and Social Equity Plan available for attendees to 

review, a sign-in sheet, and neighborhood information provided by WGNO. Attendees were 

able to briefly stop in the alley to speak with our provisioning center staff, neighborhood 

association staff, and others about the store and our application to add recreational sales.  

 

A total of 37 people stopped by the event, and sign-in sheets are included with our application. 

All signers were supportive of both the current medical store and the proposed addition of 

recreational sales. The event was advertised via postcards to all property owners and occupants 

within a 500’ radius of the site, using City of Grand Rapids address data. While we discussed 

advertising the event more widely, ultimately we determined that we should focus our efforts 

on neighbors in the immediate vicinity. We had some really good discussions with our new 

neighbors, which helped to broaden our understanding of the needs and concerns of the 

community, and how the presence of our store and the employees that work there can be an 

especially positive one. 

 

Because of the uncertainty involved in scheduling a public hearing and the Planning 

Commission’s review of our application, we have not yet scheduled, but hope to host at least 

one additional neighborhood meeting in early 2021. This meeting will most likely be a virtual 

call, meant to provide an overview of our proposal at a time that will be closer to the public 

hearing, and help to address any questions that may have arisen since our previous 

neighborhood engagement. In our Good Neighbor Plan, we have again committed to periodic 

neighborhood meetings, open lines of communication with the WGNO and its staff, and an 

open-door policy for communication with nearby residents and business owners.  

 

We are scheduled to meet with the Westside Corridor Improvement Authority’s Board on 

Friday, November 6, 2020 to discuss this proposal with them, although we may delay until 

early 2021 on the advice of the City’s Economic Development Staff. Additionally, we hope to 

present at the December 15, 2020 meeting of the West Leonard Business Association / 

Downtown District (of which we are members), if that meeting is held.  

 

Finally, we will meet with the West Grand Neighborhood Organization’s Board of Directors, 

and will continue to communicate and work with WGNO as we approach the Planning 

Commission’s public hearing to ensure that neighborhood questions are being addressed. 

 

 


